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WHY VALLEY FORGE FIRST OF AMERICANS GEORGE WASHINGTON WORTHY OF RUILDER SPOT LITTLE KNOWN

Washington Showed Consum-

mate
Honor at Once Conferred b George Washington Had, as Was Birthplace of Washington Seems

Military Genius in Select--' I Washington countrymen win Appropriate, the Finest House Strangely Forgotten by the
ing Spot for Winter Quarters. Be Confirmed by History. in the National Capital. Average American.

SAVED TRACT FROM ENEMY HIS HIGH RANK AS STATESMAN COST MUST HAVE BEEN GREAT NOT FAR FROM MOUNT VERNO

rltlih Possession of Philadelphia!
Mad It Imperative That the

American Army Should Be In
Close Touch With the Sol- -

dlers of King George.

There Is a letter of peculiar Inter-
est written by George Washington
from Vnlley Forgo In January, 1778.
It was dictated to, and the body of
tiic letter In In the liundwrltlng of
Alexander Hamilton. Sparks printed
u nortlon of tho letter, but IIiourIiI It
well to leave out the following por-- '
(Ion, In which Washington given hit
reasons for selecting Valley Forge1
as his winter headquarters

"The enemy still remain In posses-- .

tdou of IMillnilelplila titnl lire secured-b-

u strmiK chain of redoubt with
of communication from

Schujlklll to Delaware Wi nre post-
ed on the west side of the former
about twenty miles fiom the city, nnd
with paliiH ami ItiiluHtty the troops
nre tolerubl well rovered In huts.
(We lire In regret we are not more
comfortably quartered, but clrcum-- i

utanees would not admit of It, Had
we retired lo the towns In the In- -

r part of Hie slate a large tract
or fertile country would have linen

''sVamv !.
'
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Washington at Valley Forge.

exposed to ravage and ruin and we
tdiould have dlstrerised In a peculiar
uiunncr the virtuous elll.i-ii- s from
riilludelphla who had tied thllhr for
refuge "

So It will be seen that Washington!
Inllncnrwl I., eoli.tr I..

Korge lint only by a desire to liar-
tuui unit linl.l l l,.,,b Ill,, miuntv I

but lo Mive his fellow.eltlr.eii from'1

lirlvntlnn and suffering. Well limy he
tie inlled the good and great Wash-- .

Jngton. No man has lmd moie dlrll-cul- t

and more desperate situations to
fine and no public character In the
history of our count iv has had, not.
only to frame plans for military and
political crises, but to carry out those
plans himself.

Original Name Was Wathen.
Mr Joseph I Keefer developed

some curious Information on the
of (Jen George Washington.

In an address which lie delivered before
lllliim Cusliliig camp. Sons of Vet

at Washington, Mr. Keefer
that President Washington's

luicrnilici-- s not named Washing-- ,

ton ut all. Their iiatiie was plain
Wiislicti lii liiiili when Joliti Washen,
i'reslileiit Washington's great-grand--

fl'ther. Milled fioiu Hie nurtll of Kng
In imI lor the colonies and settled for
ii new life at ii place called Tops, near
Colonial lleach, he revised Ills pleblau
inline of Wnshen for the more urlnlo-emti-

Washington Mr. Keefer gave
ll sketch of Ihe deep researches which .

led him buck ward over the brunches '

of the Wnshen family tree for more'
Hum ,'u gciierutlnns, until he located
the original Washen at Cave Castle,
Kiiglantl. lie had many interest Ing
pictures of historical subjects, which
he displayed In connection with his
li dure.

Washington.
A nation Is not merely an aggrega-

tion of Individuals, but a body of
Irws and Institutions, welded Into one
organic, living entity. Writing and
reading of history are beneficial only
In mi far as history establishes a
school of morals.

The past la a vast Held, The bad
man as well as the good man finds lu
tllie future a limitless haven for his
Imagination, and hopes ror fame and
favor at the hands of generations to
succeed him. The historian, looking
buck at years far fled, seeking to per-

ceive clearly through obscurity the
right relation of acta of Individuals, of
parties or of nations, la sometimes
Inclined to doubt the soundness of bis
own Judgment In a future that harks
back to a past so distant.

Snub Precedes Triumph.
After one of (ten. Washington's dis-

astrous campaigns Ihe ladies of Phil-
adelphia declined to notice his wife,

and administered the auub direct,
which was In Interesting contrast to
their reception of ber whan next she
entered Philadelphia a the wife of
the president.

Far-Seelng Mind Perceived the Fu- -

ture Needs of the Country He Had
Done so Mueh to Create

Loved and Trusted as
He Deserved.

Once mom. what is It to be an
American? Putting aside all the out-
er shows of dress and manners, so-

cial customs anil physical peculiari
ties, Id it not to bcllevu in America
and In the American people? Is It
not to have an abiding and moving
faith In tin1 future nnd In the destiny
of America? Something above and
beyond the patriotism and love which
every man whimo soul is not ueau
within him feels for the land of his
birth Is It not to be national nnd not
sectional ; Independent mid not colo-nla-

Is It not to have a higher con-

ception of what this great new coun
try should be, and to follow out that
Ideal with lovalty and truth? Ilus
any uinti In our history fullllted ihesc
conditions more perfectly and com
pletely than (ieorge Washington" Has
any man ever lived who served the

merlcan people more faithfully or
i n higher nnd truer conception of

the destiny and possibilities of the
country''

He was the llrst to rise above all
colonial or slate lines nnd grasp
llrnily Hie conception of a nation to
be formed from the thirteen Jarring
colonies. The necessity of nntlonal
action In the army was at mire up
parent to him, although not to nth
ers; but he carried the same broad
views Into wldelv distant llelds. where
at the time they wholl.v escaped no
Mre It was Wnlilnitton oppressed
hv n thousand cures, who. In the

:irly days of the devolution saw the
need of fedei.-i-l eourls ailinlralt.v
easer. and for oilier purposes ll was
lie who suggested lllls seheme, JeiirS
before lltiyolie l dl'Cimicil of the
I'oiisllliilloii: from ill" special
poiumltiei-- of rmigress. formed for
Ills object III iieeorilanei- Willi lllls

advice, In the process of time,
Hie federal Jlldlclurv of the Pulled
Stales In the early dawn of
(lie ttcwiltitlnti. Washington had clear
In his own mind ihe need of a eoutl
neiilat system for war. diplomacy,
llliaiico nnd law-- , and he worked stead
lly to bring this policy to foUllliiicnt

Then- - mud have i something
very Impressive about a num. who
wllh no pretensions to the art of Ihe
orator and with no touch of Hie char
l.i tn n could so move and affect vast
bodies of men "-- his presence alone

I'"p1e. '" keen e)e ol
affection, looked b,yond Ihe merr
oiiiwanl nobility of form They saw

"'" "',,,l"r lven them vie.

'nry me ureal swiii-sinm- i won nan i'-- i

illi-i- mil of confiisloii mid fiii'llnti tr
order and good government Pnrij
newspapers might rave, but the In
-- Hurt of Hie people was never at

lull They lot trusted and well
ntgli worshiped Wnslilugloii tlx Imp

mil Hiey haie honored and rexerem
ii him wllh ail unchanging lldellH

luce his dentil Henry Cabot Lodge
"The Heal (Ieorge Washington.'

MARTHA WASHINGTON.

1 "J!

i
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From an Old Portrait of the Wife ot
the Great Preeldent.

Washington's Records Public.
Few men have left so complete a

record of their public lives as Wash-
ington. He began early to keep coplea
of all his Important letters and after
the outbreak of the revolution he was
undoubtedly conscious that the cir-

cumstances of his career were such
as to make a record of then, one
which would be ot Interest to others
than thoae of bis own generation. Tbla
fact In Itself must have acted aa a
restraint to the free expression of feel
ing In which lesser men may Indulge
themselves.

Worthy Wife of Her.
Mrs. Washington, on one occasion,

gsve a striking Illustration of her suc-
cess in domestic manufacture by ap-

pearing In a dress of cotton striped
with silk and entirely homu made, the
silk stripes In tba fabric being woven
from the ravelling of brown silk
stocking aod ait artaw chair cov

'

gggggggggH

Jggggl

BPTLWa 'ggggggggggggHgiagggggH

iggg.Hl " llllH

An Unfamll Jr hut Authentic
tiiiimi it.hr it ,f' I W.I" Jll-- I
rit 1111,' i - III- - I

VtM ll. l II W I k
Uii.hI,

I'llltll II- - I v ' I i,f ll ml i
tilili-- !

Washington the
Truly Great Man1

You must excuse me from uniting his humanity lo bis slaes ate beyond
with you to lu r the memory of your t 'in Minn Nevertheless we tlnd him
illustrious countryman, H,,C1. ,ould writing. And what sort of Mckness
not do so with sincerity, for Washing-- 1 Is Hetty Davis'? A more lu.y. deceit-to-

a crown, mid did more to, ful, and Impudent hussy Is not to be
bring royalty Into contempt than nil found lu the United Stales "

men who have ever liven.
('rum-I- s I. of Austria,

Until time shall be no mora will a
test of the progress which our race
has made In wisdom and virtue be de-

rived from the veneration paid to the
Immortal name of Washington. Iord
HroiigliHtn

Again Is here the anniversary of the
lit rt It of (leorge Washington a legal
lied May from Porto It loo lo tho l'hlll-plne-

and a notable day to tho
who are carrying the Kngllsli

l.'liuiuige ii if I Ihe globe, as well us
10 all civilized peoples.

Washington's plnce In history has
long been tUed. If be Is not Hie
greatest man of all lime ll Is not pus
slide to name a greater This Is the
lutlgiiietil of clvlllrnltoti ami Ii.'ih stood
unchanged during the years since

Nevertheless, history bus dote
Washington n great wrong. I'linbl"
to Hud In lilin Hie linperfi of lilt
inanity. It cast aside his hiimnitH
and lilin us mi lmpi
superman, as far removed from
ami blood as are bis tumble sialuei- -

This deiili-ailo- or Washington - '

thing that we American must undo
Weighed III the balance us llesll ;H"!

blood, be loses not one jot or llnle
Inn rather gains In gieniue, while
we gain a :i Puttier of this Coun-
try For Washington, In xpli
of history was as liuiiuin as any wn
of Ailitii)

The proof that Washington was very
human a iiinii of full blood mid hot
tciiiper, sensitive, modest and doubt-
ful of his capacity, fond of Ihe good
things of life as lie saw iliem and

In give them up even at the
call of duly Is ready for the asking
11 Is In the writings of Washington
himself not so much In those state
documents In which he was more or
less on parade as In Ihe thousands
of Intimate pages or diaries and let-

ters, lt the student oil Co forget
Washington the demigod, und Wash-
ington the man springs to life from
theso writings. And there Is abun-

dant corroboration If It were needed
In the writings ot his contempora-

ries.
Delving Into Washington's papers In

search of the real man, we come upon
all sorts of little things that show
him to have been very much like the
rest of us In many ways. Wo bare
space for but these:

The superciliousness of the IlrHlsh
officer rasped the Colonial Washing-
ton to tbe qnlck. After the Great
Meadows campaign ho declined a non-

descript command In these words: 'If
you think me capable of holding a
commission that haa neither rank nor
emolument annexed to It you must
entertain a very contemptible opinion
of my weakness, and believe me to be
more empty than the commission it-

self."
Washington liked good wine and bis

Madeira waa famous. We find him
aghast over the fact that bot-

tle of It had been served to casual
visitor at Mount Vernon during hi
abac and writing to have It stopped
at oacs. He says claret Is good enough

Portrait of Washington.

scorned

fifty-si- x

II' i il i,f oi.l. r. Juslli-e- . iw.icr,
,M t.,4ll,l. r- werliP
T ulii pun nut rf Hint pim.-- ! but

,l HIM.
" i t til-- - iiIiuk- - wli!-- tin- r !s

Jiinl.
-- Wliltil. r

for people "who niny Incline to make
a convenience of the house In travel
I ni:, or who may be Induced to visit ll

irmii iiioiim's oi curiosiiy
W.inlilugtoii'H dislike for slavery and

nen wihiihikihm mm rnTi.-- ii'
blent he wtole lo Knox- "In coiill-denc-

I tell ou that my

movement lo the chair of government
will be iiccompatiied by feelings not
unlike those of a culprit who Is going
lo the place of Ills execution."

Washington kept his hot temper un-

der Iron control, He abhorred pro-

fanity. And here are two touches of
nature that make us nil itlctn ; At .Mo-
nmouth, finding the trallor l.ee In re-

treat, he galloped up to him at full
speed .mil swore at him "until the
leaves slieoK oil the trees
like an iiii-- finiii Iiimwii " III a ",ib-lue-

imcllug some one huudeil lilin u
cartoon tepieseuiliig him as being
publlrlv executed by the guillotine
.letTerson Ihus writes of Hie scene.

"Tin- piesldeut was iiiucli liillauii'il
got into one of those passions when be
cannot command himself, ran on to
ill.- - abuse which had been

on blni, dcllcd any man on
irtll io ploduce nlie single act of lit'-

luce he had I ii lu the iiovernmeni
which wu. not done on the purest urn

lives: that he lmd never repented but
unco having slipped the moment of
i signing his olllce, ami that was

very uioiiieiil since; that by Hod lie
would rathei- - be lu Ills grave than In

lm present situation "
Wnxlili'gtnu wis mi (real; of genius

prlnglng to life for Ihe
uoik to which he a us called He was
a consistent iiititlliuaiice nf ihe fain
ib patleiii. He "Increased lu wisdom
and sialure ami in favor with Hod
and man." He grew, Jusi as we all
glow.

The Washington who was so enibar
m.si-i- l by the thanks of the Virginia
house of lliirgesses ihut he could not
sp.-ak-

. and thus called forth Speaker
ltohlnson's Immortal "Sit down. Mr
Washington: your modesty Is enuul to
jour valor, and thai surpasses the
power of any language Hint I possess,"
wiis a very different Washington from
the Washington who awed the great
of all the world.

Had Washington died before he be-

came commander-ln-chle- r he would bo
remembered merely as a gallant Colo-

nial soldier und rich planter: If Just
after the surrender of Yorktown, aa
one of the great generals of the
world; If after Ihe Federal convention,
as a political leader and great gen-

eral, It requires his presidency to es-

tablish His statesmanship. And final-

ly ll took his retirement to private
life to give tbe last touch to his
patriotism and proclaim him

"First In war, first In peace, and
first In the hearta of his countrymen,"

Washington's "Charmed Life."
The Indians said Washington bore

a eharsaed life after he got four bul-

lets through his coat and had two
horse shot under him In a movement
led by General Rraddock against Fort
Duquesno.

Showed His Wisdom Early.
Oeone Washington was Just twen-ty-on- n

years old when Governor Din-

widdle sent slm on a perilous Jour-
ney to Ohio to find out the strength
of the French, which ha accomplished
handily.

From Records It Seems That the First
President Either Built or Had In

Contemplation Other Habit-
ationsBritish Respected

the Mansion,

Records show thai Ocorge Washing-
ton had In mind the building of an-- .

other house, or other houses than his
home on Capitol Hill There Is no I

available record to show how much I

mutiny Washington expended upon his j

city mansion The cost must have
been considerable In Ihn.ie days ot
slow travel, when bricks were brought ,

across the ocean In sailing vessels,'
and when experienced bricklayers ,

were few and able to command very
high wages j

Although only three stories In
height, It was n very large ami roomj t

house Moreover, It was intended to
be the best house in the Federal city.:
for Washington undoubtedly realled '

In- fact Hint be was the foremost
cilleti of the new republic and one
of Ihe foremost men in the whole:
world

Although now level with the street ;

It Is Iiimwii that the mansion original-
ly stood upon a terrace ascended by

stone steps The grounds were sur--

intituled by a hedge fence, similar to
the hedge which surrounds Mini '

Vernon cstnto The mansion face.i
ami N parallel with the

building Its from view was over a
large level plateau which was bound-- i

d by the horl.on-tippci- hills of Mary
land: a plateau upon which Washing
ton expected the Federal cli lo be
built Washington, .lelTeison, Carroll
and others puirhased suhsl.ititl.illv all
of the best land on the plateau Hut

their heirs held i In- - laud nl such
illative pries tint hoiuoiii.tliers
sought tin- vicinity of the While
House ItMleail of Hie cal'i'nl. illlil the,

ellv was htllldi-i- nil the rti S

.mil iimibwesi part of tie- clij en
VllOlltllf Ills

Ailmilal Wllk.-- s pun ha -- it He- man-
sion fioiu the hell'- ol , - ti I ti u I til .

and used II us Ills during III.

lifetime. His bell . old II Hi lull II

Tally, mi iv.-n- keep-
er. Tally rented It lu num. nm- - pmm-

Incut society folks, always r 'Ivltig i

a high rental for It from Hi Miout
forty jears ago Tally sold It to t man
iinined lllllmau. who used 11 for a ho-

tel, and ll was locally known as "The
1) I tn a ii House." That owner dii-d- .

and the residence was sold and re-

sold a number of times, being used
the greater p.in of the t i tint as n
boarding house

When the lllltlsh soldiers captured
Hie Fedetal city, In IKII. and ravaged
ll savagely, Ihey so respected the
Washington mansion tlutt they did not
Injure It, nor even Invade It.

VALLEY FORGE

B'
Tim place has bnett hut little

changed. The house In which Wash
Ingtnn muile his headquarters Is pre
served, and some of the Intrench
meuts made by Ihe patriots ran b
traced today. Over a thousand acre
have been taken by Pennsylvania fm
park purposes.

Americans True to Their Ideal,
For more than a century the Ameri-

can people, who are credited by the
world as being a money making and
laving people, making wealth the

of rank, and being deplorably
Institute of sentiment, have presented
to the world an object lesson of fidel-

ity to a lofty Ideal In the respect paid
lo Ihe memory of George Washing-

ton. And there la none to assert that
this enthusiasm Is due In a romantic
exaggeration of his countrymen and
countrywomen. The searchlight has
been turned on hi every dend, and
summing It all up the verdict has
baeu that he waa faithful, wise, pure,
unsullied by ambition and unspoiled
by adulation.

Wakefield Plantation, Though Isolate.
Is Well Worth a Visit Monument

Erected by National Govern-
ment on Ground Where

House Stood,

tt will doubtless come as somcthuut
of a surprise to most readers, and
possibly us something of a shock, tn
team that one of the most hlstorlo
localities connected with the carenr
of Ihe foremost American should tin
today ntmnst wholly neglected by lit
countrymen. This notable object of
neglect In this age of patriotic shrlnea
Is none oilmr t tin n the birthplace of
Ucorge Washington at Wakefield plan-
tation, on the Virginia shore of ttvi
Lower Potomac river It Is not that
this significant spot is tiiim.irki--
n grateful nation Inn seen to it that
no place assorlnted with tlct.'ge Wash- -

II

'tft

Monument Marking Birthplace ol
George Washington.

Iiigtmi Is devoid of monument or com-
memorative tablet -- but Hint ll la
seemingly wholly unknown to thus
countless thousands of patriotic pll
grlms who delight lo do homage In
Wnslilugloii by visits lo localitlej
rendered conspicuous through hi
career.

The neglect of Wakelleld, where (hit
Father of Ills Country llrst opened
his ej.-- s upon the world. Is nil thn
mine strange when It Is pointed out
that It Is located less than half
da.v s Journey li strainer from Mount
Veiiiou that preeminent uiecca for
he Uucrlcuii tourist and for foreign

visitors which Is visited each year by
houMimls upon thousands of sight- -

seeis The people who Visit the Old
tiiiuiliilon pilmaiily to see Mount Ver-
non never think of returning liouii
.Milium a peep at Ihe itlliillt town of
Ah xiimlil.i. where Wnslilugloii

chinch ami engaged In other
public .lelivitles, ami not a few of
ilu m also make Journeys to various
historic mansions which the llrst pres-
ident designed or built, as, for In-

stance, the mansion which he built for
III- - beloved Nelly Custls. bill soumlllg-- l

the turning throng Iiiih quite over-
looked the fact that Hie savior of his
routitrj had u birthplace.

The odd thing about Hie present-ds- j

neglect uf Wakelleld plantation Is
that the old l :t itii was visited by vast-
ly grealcr numbers of people a few
ears ago tliiiu ll lias been more re-

cently The sect el of tile wlioln
thing Is that Washington's blrthplacii
Is very Imilati-- Indeed, It would bo
dlltlculi to nnd a more
nook in the eastern part of thn
United States No railroad approaches
within many miles of It, ami the only

s of access Is found In the steam-
ers plying up and down thn Potomac
river lu days gone by these river
craft carried many Interested per-
sons to Wakefield, The United 8latea
government built a pier at thn planta-
tion, and steamers were enabled to
land passengers almost at the site of
the manor house In which Washington
was born.

As has been said, the historic spot
at Wakefield has not been left un-

marked, although Isolated and neglect-
ed Insofar as the tide of twentieth-centur-

tourist travel Is concerned. It
waa In 1895 that thn national govern-
ment erected at Wakefield a copy of
facsimile In reduced site of tho Wash-
ington national monument at the na-

tional capital. The unadorned abaft,
which Is somewhat similar (though
larger) to the one at Torktowa mark-
ing 'the spot whsra Lord Corawallia
sarrandered to the commandr-U-cble- f
of th Contlasatal army, I visible for
some distance on the Potomac river)
net cannot bn seen from the dacks of
the regular river steamer by reason
of the fact that, the navigable channel
Is Tral miles distant.,

The Bftfiaiunent bears th laaerip-tte- a:

"Wuhhujton's lirtliylaaa,''' and
ta saaDr tetter at the haw we the
eaawjs ngeeacM by
A. n. wis."


